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Ju~tice Department j()ins suit 
·ag~st Florida health insurer 
t 
system; the company says it has been ~ 
resolved. · 
A company spokesman, Patrick 
McCabe, said Wednesday there would: 
be no comment on the Justice Depart:.: 
By PAUL ANDERSON 
Herald Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON -The U.S. Justice 
. Department has jumped into a lawsuit 
that charges Florida Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield with illegally purging hundreds of 
thousands of pending Medicare claims 
from its computer system in 1989 to 
hide a backlog from the federal govern-
ment . . 
. Justice officials said they intervened 
in the lawsuit on behalf of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Humari Ser-
vices and its Health Care Financing 
Administration, because investigators 
found that the purged claims led to over-
payments to some clinics, doctors, med-
ical equipment dealers and other Medi-
care providers. 
Jacksonville-based Florida Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield, the state's largest 
insurer company, holds a contract with 
the federal government to process Medi-
. care claims. The backlog developed after 
Blue Cross switched to a new computer 
'-.: 
/ , 
· ment's move in the case. He repeated· 
previous assertions that the company: 
has hidden nothing from HHS investiga-: 
tors. f · : : 
"We are cooperating fully with th~: 
inquiry, and :·we believe the allegations : , 
of wrongd_oing are without merit,'?: 'I 
McCabe said. - • 
Tne lawsuit was originally filed in ! 
U.S. District Court in North Florida by 
• Theresa Burr, who worked for Blue · i 
Cross from 1980 to 1989 and who sued I 
the company for damages under the fed:. I 
· eral "whistle-blower" act. - f 
Burr and another claims supervisor I 
i resigned in late 1989, charging that 
high-ranking company officials had 
I.ordered their workers to delete claim~ 
'files without regard for who filed them. ·. 
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